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A Brief History of Racism
and Homelessness




“"Those who canwot
remember the past are
condemned to repeat it.”
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Mapping Inequality Redlining in New Deal America

Holyoke Chicopee, MA © @

Areas by Grade

Area Grade
4% A "Best"
16% B "Still Desirable"
C "Definitely Declining"
14% D "Hazardous"

Demographics

53,750 Total Population (1940)
22.5% Foreign-born white

Area Descriptions
click toselect

Introduction Downloads & Data About ContactUs American Panorama

map options




American Slavery Segregation
246 YEARS 89 YEARS
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Today

200 Miles GULF OF MEXICO
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African Americans are disproportionally
homeless at a rate of 3 to 1 compared to
general population.

A Slave-Coffle passing the Capitol.

Native Americans = 8to 1

L atinos are undercounted In homelessness
estimates

Olivet et al., 2018)




Supporting Partnerships for
Anti-Racist Communities

Phase One
Study Findings
March 2018
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Racial Inequity and Homelessness: Findings from the SPARC Study

Authors:

Jeffrey Olivet, jo consulting (Corresponding Author)*; Catriona Wilkey, C4 Innovations*; Molly
Richard, Vanderbilt University*; Marc Dones, National Innovation Service*; Julia Tripp,
University of Massachusetts-Boston/C4 Innovations; Maya Beit-Arie, Boston University;
Svetlana Yampolskaya, University of South Florida; Regina Cannon, C4 Innovations

* This paper has multiple first authors with equivalent contributions to study design, execution, analysis, and manuscript development.

ABSTRACT

This study examined race and homelessness in the United States through mixed methods
research in eight communities. We compared the race and ethnicity of those experiencing
homelessness to the general population and those in poverty using disproportionality metrics.
Multilevel logistic regression was used to examine how race and ethnicity were associated with
homeless service system outcomes. Qualitative interviews with 195 individuals of color explore
pathways into homelessness and drivers of outcomes. Black/African Americans and Native
Americans were the most overrepresented among those experiencing homelessness in each
community. Whites and Asian Americans were underrepresented. Regression models found race
to be a varying predictor of outcomes. Qualitative findings suggest that barriers to housing and
economic mobility, experiences of discrimination, and involvement in multiple systems were
common factors associated with homelessness for people of color. Findings highlight the need
for researchers and policymakers to understand and address homelessness with attention to racial

justice. Keywords: racism, homelessness, housing, race, ethnicity, poverty



Structural Racism




Levels of Racism

Structural

Institutional

Interpersonal
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People of Color (POC) are much more -
likely to lwe in poverty than Whlte people

AdA $13x$

Hb melessness and food White peoplein the U.S.
and housing insecurity - have 13x the net worth
all disproportionately of Black people.< 4

affect POC.(i

AlA
me Rac.e-based b:wriers such as

The average Black family redlining have historically
would need 228 years limited opportunites for
to build the weal'th of a POCto own rellestate and

White family today. & accumulate wealth.i

(1) Pew IResearch Center (2) The Nation DaHy, 8/8/16
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COVID-19 and Communities of Color

u Members of racial and ethnic minorities may be more likely to live in densely
populated areas

u Research also suggests that racial residential segregation is a fundamental
cause of health disparities

u Members of racial and ethnic minorities live in neighborhoods that are further
from grocery stores and medical facilities

u Multi-generational households, which may be more common among some
racial and ethnic minority families

u Racial and ethnic minority groups are over-represented in jails, prisons, and
detention centers
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COVID-19's Devastating Impact
On African Americans

African American share of state/city populations
and COVID-19 deaths (as of Apr 06, 2020)

B Share of state/city's population I Share of COVID-19 deaths

Louisiana _ 70%
llinois _42%
Michigan _41%
North Carolina 1 - 22%

chicago EER | 5"

Sources: 2010 Census, respective state/city health departments
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Since the coronavirus outbreak began in the U.S., Hlspa 1c and
black Americans are mo e kely to have been laid off thanwhites

Percent of adults inledth group whb said theyh -ve been .. id of o furloughed

0 5 10 b 20
Whit . 11
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Hispanic 20
Other/Multiracial 12
Sou ce: - 1 27-May 4, 2020, shi gt nPo- -lpsos oll of 8,086 US- adil s Wth m r in of
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8 Dimensions of Implementing
Raclal Equity In Homelessness
Response Systems
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Upstream Prevention
Cross Sector Collaboration

Equity-Based Assessment and
Prioritization

Data

Focus on Specific At-Risk Groups
Anti-Racist Organizations
Sharing Power/Lived Experience

Long-Term Solutions

- Race and Homelessness in - g
Montgomery County, Pennsylvania #§¥
Part 2: National Scan

August2019 il

‘ Prepared for Your Way Home 3

and HealthSpark Foundation by SPARC, ; '
an initiative of C4 Innova tions %

Authors:
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